Grandmultiparity. Is it a perinatal risk?
Increased parity is more common in lower-socioeconomic groups. Additionally, GMPs tend to be older. It is for these reasons that there is a tendency for an increased incidence of antenatal complications, such as hypertension and diabetes, among GMP mothers. It appears that the previous conflicting reports on the effect of high parity on perinatal outcome can be related to differences in the socioeconomic conditions of the parturient population under examination. Previous evidence of the unfavorable influence on perinatal outcome of high parity might have been biased by patient selection, because high parity is often inversely linked to social class. Our recent studies of the Israeli maternal population plus comparable reports from other countries allow us to conclude that GMP is not always a great cause for concern in an economically stable and healthy population that has access to high-quality medical care. As such, the term dangerous multipara should be removed from the medical literature and the focus of concern should shift to the organization and the delivery of quality medical services.